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of Amsterdam

Local Law No. 4 of the year 2021

TO IMPLEMENT A TEMPORARY LAND USE MORATORIUM PROHIBITING

(Insert Title)
INSTALLATION OF SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES AND SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

A local law

Be it enacted by the '°Wn Board of the
(Name of Legislative Body)

[JCounty []City [X]Town [ ]Village

(Select one:)

of Amsterdam ' as follows:

(If additional space is needed, attach pages the same size as this sheet, and number each.)

DOS-0239-f1 (Rev. 04/14) Page 2 of 4



ADOPTED
Local Law No. 4 of 2021

A LOCAL LAW TO IMPLEMENT A TEMPORARY LAND USE MORATORIUM PROHIBITING
INSTALLATION OF SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES AND SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS

BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF AMSTERDAM AS FOLLOWS:

Section No. 1 Subject & Authority

The Town of Amsterdam hereby enacted a temporary 120 day or four (4) month land
use moratorium on solar energy facilities and solar energy systems within all Town Zoning
Districts. This Local Law is adopted in accordance with Municipal Home Rule Law §10 and shall
be as follows:

Section No. 2 Purpose

The solar industry has grown in recent years due to increased calls to obtain economic
and environment advantages of renewable energy, the federal and state tax benefits and solar
industry innovation. Regulations currently exist on solar energy systems in the Town of
Amsterdam Code. The Town Board is concerned about the possible increase in demand and
potential impacts of solar energy facilities and solar energy systems and believes it is necessary
to establish a Local Law enact a temporary 120 day or four (4) month land use moratorium in
order to protect public health, safety and welfare of our community, the Town Board hereby
declares said moratorium on the establishment, construction, enlargement or erection of solar
energy facilities or solar energy systems. Recognizing this need, the Town believes that a
moratorium is necessary to allow the Town Board to review our code and update our solar
system regulations.

Section No. 3 Scope of Controls

A) During the effective period of this Local Law:

1) The Town of Amsterdam Town Board shall not grant any approvals which would
result in the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement or the erection of
solar energy facilities or solar energy systems.

2) The Town of Amsterdam Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals shall not grant
any approvals which would result in the establishment, placement, construction,
enlargement or the erection of solar energy facilities or solar energy systems.



3) The Zoning Enforcement Officer shall not issue any permit which would result in the
establishment, placement, construction, enlargement or the erection of solar energy
facilities and solar energy systems. ’

B) The Town Board reserves the right to direct the Zoning Enforcement Officer or Building
Code Inspector to revoke or rescind any zoning permits, building permits, or certificates
of occupancy issued in violation of this Local Law

Section No. 4 Moratorium

The Town of Amsterdam hereby imposed a temporary moratorium on the installation of
and any applications for solar energy facilities and solar energy systems located in all Town of
Amsterdam Zoning Districts until July 14th, 2021 and at this time wishes to proposed a 60 day or
(2) month extension or any earlier date that the Town Board adopts regulations relating to solar
energy systems. This moratorium does not apply to roof mounted solar panels.

Section No. 5 Extension

This moratorium may be extended for such additional periods as the Town Board may
determine to be necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the
Town of Amsterdam.

Section No. 6 Termination

This moratorium shall be terminated on September 121" or earlier upon enactment of
any local legislation which adopts regulations relating to solar energy systems.

Section No. 7 Effective Period

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of Secretary of
State, NY as provided in Municipal Home Rule Law §27 or as otherwise provided by law.



(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
strike out that which is not applicable.)

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 4 of 2021 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of Amsterdam was duly passed by the
Town Board on June 16, 2021 in accordance with the applicable

(Name of Legislative Body)
provisions of law.

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective
Chief Executive Officer*.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval) by the and was deemed duly adopted
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*)

on 20[___]:], in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law.

3. (Final adoption by referendum.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20
(Elective Chief Executive Officer™)

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20 . Such local
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*)

law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances.
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)
| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of

the City of having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting

thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 20 , became operative.

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of
November 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having

received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)

| further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the ongmal on file in this office and that the same is a
correct transcnpt therefrom and of the whole of such original local laf y and was finally adog
paragraph , above. ]

i aﬁe Clerk or

AN\ AA
K coun y leglslatlvle hhdy,
fider deSIQnated by local lagiSlative bod

€|

(Seal) Date:
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